
PROCEDURE FOR THE DEFENCE OF PhD 
 
All the details about the procedure for the defence of the PhD are in the Regulamento de estudos 
de doutoramento. 

 
   http://cvida.uvigo.es/informacion/normativa-e-formularios/ 

 

in our web page:  http://cvida.uvigo.es/ 

and in this page:   

http://cvida.uvigo.es/organizacion-do-programa/defensa-da-tese/ 

 

Here is a brief summary of the most important points: 
 
 
- The student must set up a date with the EIDO to present the documentation (allow for a couple 
of months, at least, previous to the date of public defence). Previous to that (about a week 
earlier), the student needs the approval of the PhD committee (CAPD). For that, the student must 
send a pdf with his/her thesis to the CAPD coordinator along with the documents (TC-24, TC-25, 
TC-32      and authorisations from coauthors and those for international mention if necessary) 
indicated below, available in: 

 
http://cvida.uvigo.es/informacion/normativa-e-formularios/ 
 

- The thesis can be written in different formats (traditional format, format by chapters, published 
papers format, …). See the specific instructions for each format as well as in case the thesis is 
written in a language different from Spanish or Galician in the Regulamento de estudos de 
Doutoramento. In the case of published papers format (at least three papers must be published 
or accepted) or for chapters format which include already published papers, you will need letters 
from your coauthors giving you permission for the papers taking part of your thesis.  
-  
- In case that the student applies for International Mention (the student must have made a stay 
in an international –non Spanish– research centre for at least three months) it is required the 
certificate of stay, the authorisation of the stay  by the supervisors and by the CAPD. It will also 
require two reports by external (international) experts on the thesis (see details in Regulamento 
de estudos de Doutoramento). 
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- The permission of your supervisor for the defence will be in one of the first 
pages of your thesis. In the following link you will find the model you need to  
use for the thesis (compulsory) and in the second page is the signature of your 
supervisor. You can include the logo and address of your University in the inner 
pages, not in the cover or back cover, in which only the UVIGO logo must be 
present. 

 
https://www.uvigo.gal/es/estudiar/organizacion-academica/eido-escuela-internacional-
doctorado/tesis 
 

- The document to present the thesis is: 
 

• TC-24-1393. Solicitude de admisión a trámite para a lectura de tese. Programas RD 
1393/2007, RD 56/2005 e 99/2011 

 
- For the Thesis Committee your supervisor must propose 6 names (3 titular 
members and 3 reserves). The files are TC-25 for the composition of the 
committee and TC-32 for each of the members. Requisitres are ginven in the 
Regulamento de estudos de Doutoramento, e.g.: at least 2 memebers not from 
Univ. of Vigo, ratio 2:1 for male/female, etc. 

 
• TC-25. Proposta de Tribunal da tese de doutoramento (Este formulario debe ir 

acompañado dos TC-32 correspondentes a cada membro do tribunal proposto) 

• TC-32. Datos membros tribunal / Directoras/es de tese 
 
- The EIDO (School of Doctorate) will remove the 6th member unless they see 
some problem (gender, lack of requisites, incompatibilities, etc.) and change the 
order you proposed. Otherwise, they will generally keep your proposal. So  
finally there will be three titular members (they must come to Vigo for the 
defence) and 2 reserves (in case one of the titular members cannot come for a 
main reason in the last moment). 

 
- The 3 titular members will have to make a previous report of your thesis 
(basically click some questions to give approval for the defence). The document 
is TC-27. The EIDO will send them this document to the three titular members  
of the Thesis Committee and they must send it back to EIDO signed at due 
course: 

 
• TC-27. Informe previo á valoración da tese 

 
- Once the approval by the three members has been given, the defence can 
take place after a minimum of 10 days. 

 
- Your supervisor or the president of the Committee will have to set up a date 
for the defence for which the three members can come to Vigo. The defence is 
as follows: you will have to present your thesis in a reasonable time (usually, a 
minimum of 1/2 hour and no more than 1,5 hours; I advise you 35-45 minutes). 
Then the Committee will ask you questions for, say, another 40 minutes (this is 
variable; there is no minimum or maximum time; just depends on them). At the 
end of this they will ask you and all the audience to leave the room for 
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deliberation. Then they will ask you to come back into the room and will tell you 
a qualification: Non apto, aprobado, notable e sobresaínte. If they decided to 
give you "sobresaínte" then they will write in a close envelope if you get Cum 
laude or not. The document they will use is this: 

 
• TC-31. Valoración da concesión de mención cum laude 

 
You will not know it at that moment. They cannot tell you, as this is an 
anonymous decision. In fact, they should not discuss it among them. They must 
only write yes, no or blank in a document which goes into a closed signed 
envelope. The envelopes are opened by EIDO later on. To get Cum laude you 
need three yes answers from the three members. A single "no" or "blank" 
implies no Cum laude. Currently, about 80% of theses in UVIGO get Cum laude 
qualification. 


